Regular Council Meeting

August 7, 2023

THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CROWN POINT
Met in a REGULAR MEETING in the Council Chambers
Located at 101 N. East Street
On Monday, August 7, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.
Pursuant to and in accordance with the Rules of the Common Council

https://us02web.zoom.us/1/89566850445

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Land called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
. ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS

Mayor Land asked for a roll call of Members. The call of the roll was as follows:

Members Present: Chad Jeffries, Council President Dawn Stokes, Andrew Kyres,
Laura Sauerman, Carol Drasga, and Zack Bryan.

Members Absent: Scott Evorik

Also present were City Attorney David Nicholls, Council Attorney Pat Schuster, and
Clerk-Treasurer Dave Benson.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: Regular Meeting on July
10, 2023.

Member Andrew Kyres made a motion to approve, seconded by Member Zack
Bryan.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

. READING OF AGENDA

Mayor Land read the agenda.

. /ADDITION OF NEW ITEMS TO THE AGENDA

Mayor Land explained there was one item requested to be added to the Agenda; the
Transfer of a Historic Alcohol License at 116 N. Main St.

Member Zack Bryan made a motion to approve the addition of the item, seconded
by Council President Dawn Stokes.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

ltem added to the Agenda as Item #5 under New Business.

. APPROVAL OF CLAIMS AND SRF DISTRIBUTIONS

Member Zack Bryan reported he had reviewed all Claims and SRF Distributions for
the period. He confirmed all appeared to be in the normal course of City business
and therefore moved to approve as presented, seconded by Council President Dawn
Stokes.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
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G. PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES AND PUBLIC STATEMENTS

Julie Wendorf, 478 E. 114" Ave, came before the Council to speak as the Crown
Point Commissioner on the Shared Ethics Advisory Commission (SEAC). She stated
the SEAC 2023 Ethics Summit is scheduled for Tuesday, October 24, 2023 at
Avalon Manor in Merrillville, IN. The summit is open to the public and registration will
open soon on the SEAC website.

She wished to share that SEAC was currently working to train all municipal
employees by using the updated Ethics training video materials. The goal is to have
all municipal employees trained by mid-2024.

Lastly, Julie explained SEAC would be taking Candidate Ethics Pledges again for
the November 7, 2023 General Election. She stated all seated members in the City
of Crown Point had already signed up.

Member Andrew Kyres wished to thank Julie for accepting the position to represent
the City of Crown Point. He also wanted to note for those unaware, the City of
Crown Point is one of the charter members for the Shared Ethics Advisory
Commission.

Communications/Media Manager Mary Freda-Flores stated there was one comment
on the livestream of the meeting on Facebook by Kara Graper, stating her husband,
Adam Graper, had helped to create the Shared Ethics Advisory Commission and
maintained the website for years.

. SPECIAL RECOGNITION

None
REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES

None

. APPOINTMENTS

None

K. PRESENTATIONS

None

. OLD AND DEFERRED BUSINESS

None

. NEW BUSINESS

Resolution No. 2023-08-19R - A Resolution Approving or Denying Action of the
BZA for a Variance of Use, to allow Commercial Recreation/Assembly use in a B-1
Zone. (238 S. Main St.) Abby Otterman, Petitioner / Philip and Cynthia Struebig,
Owner received a 4-1 Favorable Recommendation.

Planning Administrator Joshua Watson read the staff report.

Abby Otterman, 5920 W. 172" Ave., Lowell, the owner of 2 Old Goats, was in
attendance to request a variance of use at her store, located at 238 S. Main St.
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